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Standing Committee on Estimates and Financial Operations — Eighty-second Report — 
“The Local Projects Local Jobs Program and the Establishment of a Parliamentary Budget Office” — Motion 

Resumed from an earlier stage of the sitting. 
Hon JACQUI BOYDELL: I recap that my interest in the original motion to the chamber to refer the Local 
Projects, Local Jobs program to the Standing Committee on Estimates and Financial Operations stemmed from 
a couple of areas. The first was the mixed messaging from government about whether it was a grants program or 
a program to fund election commitments. We heard from the very beginning the different answers the government 
was giving, particularly during budget estimates, and after that to this chamber, about whether it was a grants program 
or a program designed to fund election commitments. There is a difference in those two types of programs. That 
is reflected in the committee report, and I will touch on that. The second area was how the government was managing 
the local jobs aspect of the program; the impacts, if any, on the royalties for regions fund; and how the Department 
of Primary Industries and Regional Development was administering both the royalties for regions fund and the 
Local Projects, Local Jobs program. 

As I alluded to prior to the interruption of consideration of this committee report, there seemed to be very loose 
arrangements for the selection of programs for Local Projects, Local Jobs. Governance of decision-making ultimately 
led to the program going from an election commitment of $22 million to being allocated $39 million by the 
Labor Party in government. Either a decision was made by the executive to further allocate funds to this project 
that was announced during the election campaign but had not previously been considered, or it made a decision to 
allocate to the program funding that came from other parts of the government’s budget. I thought those matters 
required some investigation, because government decision-making for the funding of projects must be sound. 

The alarm bells began ringing on Local Projects, Local Jobs when the media started to cover the issue; there have 
been various articles in newspapers and reports on talkback radio. Representatives of organisations within the 
community started ringing talkback programs to say, “We received an allocation from the Local Projects, Local Jobs 
fund. We don’t know how we got it. We’re thankful for it, but we don’t know how it was allocated to us because 
we didn’t apply for it.” The program therefore warranted some investigation, and ultimately the chamber determined 
that the Standing Committee on Estimates and Financial Operations should investigate a number of aspects of the 
Local Projects, Local Jobs program, along with the establishment of a parliamentary budget office. 

I want to talk about the “jobs” aspect of Local Projects, Local Jobs. It is revealed in the executive summary of the 
report that the committee did not receive any evidence to show that any sustainable or ongoing employment was 
created by the Local Projects, Local Jobs program, despite what the government would have us believe. The 
committee found that the “jobs” aspect of the title “Local Projects, Local Jobs” could be regarded as a branding 
exercise. Indeed, that was the evidence of the Leader of the House, Hon Sue Ellery, to the committee—that it was 
a branding exercise. The marketing of the program delivered a perception that it would, indeed, deliver local jobs; 
that is inherent in the title of the program. 

The public clearly expect that when a program is ostensibly about funding local projects and local jobs, it will 
actually deliver that. There is an expectation that when a government spends $39 million to fund local projects and 
therefore local jobs, it will set up a framework to deliver that outcome and use taxpayers’ money to do so. However, 
the evidence to the committee shows otherwise. That actually did not happen at all. 

Evidence was provided to the committee that there were some situations in which projects were delivered, and local 
community members were employed for the duration of those projects, but there was no measurement of how many 
jobs were created. The government, from the outset, did not expect jobs to be created, and therefore they were not 
created, because there was no plan to deliver what it promised through this program—local projects and local jobs. 

Hon DARREN WEST: I appreciate the opportunity to stand and talk about this magnificent program that was 
enacted by this government. I relish the opportunity to stand and talk about something that made such a difference. 
I want to focus on the “local” aspect of this report and the impact it had on the community of Geraldton, which is 
the community I was most involved with when we were implementing this great program. It was very well received 
by the electorate. 
Hon Martin Aldridge interjected. 

Hon DARREN WEST: I only have 10 minutes, member. I will not take interjections today, but if the member wants 
to hear, I will tell him all about the benefits of this fantastic program to the Geraldton community. 

Members will know that the member for Geraldton for the eight years up to the 2017 election was a bit tired and did 
not achieve a lot. He was quite insipid and had made no great achievements in his political career, and we thought 
we needed to change that. We needed someone to come in as a breath of fresh air and actually get something done in 
the community, get a few local projects up, and get some local jobs happening, because that was clearly not a focus 
of the previous government or the then Liberal and currently Nationals WA member for Geraldton. 



Extract from Hansard 
[COUNCIL — Wednesday, 4 November 2020] 

 p7333e-7337a 
Hon Jacqui Boydell; Hon Darren West; Hon Michael Mischin; Chair; Hon Stephen Dawson; Hon Alison Xamon 

 [2] 

Several members interjected. 
The CHAIR: Order! Hon Darren West is addressing me and I am keen to hear what he has to say. 

Hon DARREN WEST: I thank the Chair. I appreciate his enthusiasm for my contribution. 
We went into that campaign thinking, “Gee, we need to shake this electorate up a little bit and actually do something 
here.” There had been virtually nothing done under the previous government over eight years, and we decided to 
take the bull by the horns and come up with some much-needed and long overdue initiatives for the community of 
Geraldton. I have to say, that was extraordinarily well received. When we went to organisations and said, “Sure, we 
can help you with that”, they went into some sort of shock because for eight years they had been told that everything 
was too hard. Worse, they had been promised a hospital three times, and it had not been delivered. They had been 
promised a short-stay Aboriginal crisis accommodation facility, and it had not been delivered. It had been all promises 
and no delivery. 

Point of Order 
Hon MICHAEL MISCHIN: This is all very fascinating as a stump speech, but I fail to see the relevance, for 
a start, of a hospital. 
The CHAIR: The point of order is relevance. My ruling is that the honourable member is about to directly address 
the question before the Chair and is clearly working up towards it. Members’ unruly interjections are preventing 
him from doing so. 

Committee Resumed 
Hon DARREN WEST: I acknowledge what the Chair is saying, and I am certainly getting to that, but I thought 
it was important, just by way of background information, to help you, Mr Chair, to understand what it is I am about 
to say. 
We went to the community groups that had waited a long time for their projects and we sat down with them and 
asked, “What do you need, and how can we help you?” As I said, that was a new paradigm for voters in the electorate 
of Geraldton. We made their projects happen and we made a big difference to those community organisations. 
Hon Jacqui Boydell: What were they? 
Hon DARREN WEST: I thank the member for asking; I am going to tell her. The first group in Geraldton that 
we helped was an organisation called ATLAS. As the member will know, ATLAS stands for Access to Leisure and 
Sport. It is an organisation run by Chris Kerr and Zane D’Mello and it helps disabled people gain access to events 
and the like in Geraldton. We gave the group $25 000 through this program to help it build mobile ramps that it can 
move around to different functions and events and they also allow access to the beach for people in a wheelchair. 
Geraldton is girt by sea and there was no access for disabled people but now there is thanks to this innovative program. 
Another point is that we committed to this before the election. Here is a new and very strange phenomenon — 
Several members interjected. 
The CHAIR: Order! 

Point of Order 
Hon MICHAEL MISCHIN: Four minutes have passed and I have not heard any reference to the report yet. In 
fact, the word “report” has not been mentioned yet. 
The CHAIR: Hon Darren West on the question that the report be noted! 

Committee Resumed 
Hon DARREN WEST: Thank you, Mr Chair. 
Yes, naturally, member, the report is titled “The Local Projects Local Jobs Program and the Establishment of 
a Parliamentary Budget Office” and that is exactly what I am talking about; the eighty-second report of the 
Standing Committee on Estimates and Financial Operations, “The Local Projects Local Jobs Program and the 
Establishment of a Parliamentary Budget Office”. We are on the same report! 
Hon Michael Mischin interjected. 
Hon DARREN WEST: I am just helping the member. 

Point of Order 
Hon STEPHEN DAWSON: I am struggling to hear Hon Darren West make his contribution. Hon Michael Mischin 
continues to interject. I would ask the Chair to remind members that Hon Darren West has the call at the moment, 
so we can hear him in silence. 
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The CHAIR: There is no point of order. Hon Darren West has the call. 
Committee Resumed 

Hon DARREN WEST: Thank you, Mr Chair. 
I am going to run through the other organisations that we were able to help. These organisations were quite shocked 
when after the election, lo and behold, even though we won the primary vote and were unsuccessful in taking the 
seat of Geraldton—something that we are still working on and I am sure we can next time—the government followed 
through with it because that is not something that had happened in Geraldton for a very long time. 
Pollinators is a great organisation. We helped it with some amenities, built by a local builder, so there was some 
local content in this. 
We went to Foodbank. 
Hon Jacqui Boydell interjected. 
Hon DARREN WEST: The local builder built the amenities for the creative hub for Pollinators. I know this is 
a foreign concept to the member, creating local jobs; they are our number one priority — 
Hon Jacqui Boydell interjected. 
The CHAIR: Order! Hon Jacqui Boydell has had her say. 
Hon DARREN WEST: Thank you, Mr Chair. 
We went to Foodbank. Foodbank has a seasonal issue when it does not have enough food on its shelves. We helped 
Foodbank. Members might be aware that actual people work at Foodbank, so that is helpful to their careers. 
There is also the Geraldton cycleway strategy. A lot of people like to ride their bikes and we needed some cycleways. 
People are going to build those cycleways, members. 
The Geraldton mammogram service is the only one from there to Darwin and it was going to be removed under the 
Liberal–National government. We saved it. People work at Geraldton Radiology and actually do the mammograms. 
We bought the Geraldton Surf Lifesaving Club a beach patrol vehicle because its vehicle had been stolen and burnt. 
The club could not get one out of the previous government, but we committed to providing a beach patrol vehicle. 
We called it the “Millie Read” after one of the stalwarts of the Geraldton Surf Lifesaving Club. Bill and Millie Read 
are the royalty of that club, and so we named the beach patrol vehicle after Millie Read, and we provided that through 
the Local Projects, Local Jobs program. 
We spent $25 000 to enable the Geraldton Universities Centre to fund two remote lectures, similar to a precursor 
to Zoom, so that learning could be interactive—brought to them by former Premier Geoff Gallop—and people could 
get the courses and training that they need to get the careers that they want. 
We gave the Geraldton Streetwork Aboriginal Corporation some funding for a program that it was running. 
We funded Ngala Midwest and Gascoyne’s future leaders program. It had its fourth graduation last Friday night. 
It was very well received by the Geraldton community. 
We helped the University of Western Australia’s WA Centre for Rural Health run its school holiday program at the 
Mitchell Street Community Centre in Spalding. It is an area of town that needed that extra engagement for children 
through the school holiday program. We are very proud of that. People work for the WA Centre for Rural Health. 
Schools were given some new information technology but no money to train staff on how to use it. We helped every 
school in Geraldton with $1 000 so that their staff could have the time — 
Several members interjected. 
Hon DARREN WEST: People work in those schools, members. The biggest employer in regional WA is the 
Western Australian government. We helped every school in that community. 
One that I am particularly proud of — 
Hon Jacqui Boydell interjected. 
Hon DARREN WEST: We do not have a school in Jennacubbine, member, but thank you for asking. 
Several members interjected. 
The CHAIR: Order! Order, members! We will have one at a time. 
Hon DARREN WEST: Thank you, Mr Chair. 
One that I am particularly proud of is the Woorree Park BMX Club, which had been trying for many years to get 
an upgrade to its track. It needed its track to be a world-class track because the club has a magnificent young man 
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named Corey Taylor. He is a quality young man. I know Corey and his family. He is a very good BMX rider. In fact, 
he is the sixth best BMX rider in his riding class in the whole world. The track was in a poor state and needed $20 000 
of repairs. We were able to get those repairs done by a contractor—we employed local people—to get that track back 
up to a state whereby Corey could practise and train on that track and then go off and be placed sixth in the world for 
the BMX junior bike rider. That was a notable achievement for Corey and I believe it was made possible by the fact 
that we committed to upgrading the Woorree Park BMX Club’s track and we followed through on that commitment. 
I am very proud of what we achieved in Geraldton through this program. We made commitments to the community 
and we kept those commitments. The Geraldton community has now learnt that if Labor commits to something in 
town—such as a hospital; a mental health step-up, step-down unit; upgrades to high schools or the foreshore; or 
any of those things—it can believe that Labor will keep those commitments. But the community had learnt that if 
the coalition promises anything in Geraldton, the community cannot believe it. 
It was a great outcome in Geraldton and I challenge anyone to say to any of those organisations that they did not 
deserve that money and they should not have received it. 
Hon ALISON XAMON: In the remaining minutes I will make some comments about the parliamentary budget 
office. I understand that other members want to make some comments about the number of commitments given, 
strangely enough, in marginal seats, as opposed to other seats. I will let other people talk about that. I thank my 
colleague Hon Diane Evers for having the foresight to have included within this inquiry the need to address the issue 
of a parliamentary budget office. This is something that the Greens have been calling for election after election and 
we are very keen to see this matter progress. 

I also want to thank the Standing Committee on Estimates and Financial Operations for the thoughtful parameters 
that it put around the idea of a parliamentary budget office. As has already been written in the recommendations, if 
a parliamentary budget office is to be created, it will be pointless if it is simply going to be an arm of the executive. 
The Greens would have no intention of utilising that and having it compromised in the way that people are concerned 
about how close the Department of the Premier and Cabinet is in terms of the management of parliamentary 
entitlements. That is a story for another day. But the idea that we would have an independent office that would be 
able to provide costed advice and how that would actually work is, I think, an eminently sensible idea. 

It is a disappointment that such an entity does not already exist in Western Australia. I will be very concerned if there 
is no commitment to establish a parliamentary budget office along the lines of what has been explained. I note that 
the committee’s recommendations were about not only the need to have the parliamentary budget office for the 
purposes of costing election platforms—which I think everyone should agree is a very positive thing to do and would 
allow for transparency around the election campaigns themselves—but also having an ongoing role in costing services 
to members, as well as parliamentary committees. 

We need to look at establishing such an entity that is independent. It is necessary that it be nonpartisan and it also 
needs to answer to the Parliament and not to the executive. I hope that this is seriously considered as we move forward. 
That element of the report, the whole of chapter 7, ensures that this report will necessarily have a life beyond this 
term of Parliament, and I hope it will continue to be progressed. 

Consideration of report adjourned, pursuant to standing orders. 

Progress reported and leave granted to sit again, pursuant to standing orders. 
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